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Welcome
Welcome to the latest issue of
Friendly Passages. Friends of
the Rupert J. Smith Law Library
of St. Lucie County, Inc.
(“Friends”) publishes Friendly
Passages. Friends exists to
promote the law library and
awareness of its resources. The
library, in turn, focuses on
service to both the legal
community and the general
public. That dual purpose
influences the choice of
material
offered
herein.
Friendly Passages aims for a
collection that will appeal to
both
lawyers
and
lay
individuals, with law as the
underlying theme. This means
that just about anyone can pick
up this magazine and find an
article of interest. Leaf through
until you locate something that
appeals to you.
Warmest thanks are extended
to this issue’s sponsor, Hoskins,
Turco, Lloyd, and Lloyd. I have
known the principals of this
firm personally for decades. All
are good people, and their firm
is active in community affairs.
Steve Hoskins serves on the
Board of Directors for Friends,
the grateful beneficiary of his
firm’s generosity and support
for the current issue. Note the
special section herein that
acquaints you with the firm and
the lawyers who practice there,
particularly in the areas of civil
litigation, bankruptcy, and
Social Security.
Other individuals deserving of
special mention are the
volunteers serving on the
Friendly Passages staff. Each
has selflessly collaborated to
bring this issue to fruition. In
addition, our editors, attorneys
Nancy
Campiglia,
Donna
DeMarchi, Nora Everlove,
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by James T. Walker, General Manager
tragedy the Peterson Bernard
Law Firm suffered when
members of its firm died in a
plane crash, and the passing of
Margaret Benton, a leading
legal figure in the fight for
racial equality.

Carolyn
Fabrizio,
Andrea
O’Connor-Hall, and Ashley
Walker, and Valencia College
Professor
Deidre
Holmes
DuBois, perform the work of
editing, and sourcing.
Then we pay tribute to our
contributors. Robertson Davies
once said this: “Authors like
cats because they are such
quiet, lovable, wise creatures,
and cats like authors for the
same reasons.” While I do not
know about the cats, I do know
that our writers are pretty
remarkable people. Friendly
Passages is honored to serve as
a platform for their material.
This issue closes the gap since
the
last
publication
in
September 2018. There was
our Law Week event in
2019, celebrated through a
student Art Contest, held in
partnership with the county
school board. The pandemic
put a stop to that for two
years. There was also the
Nineteenth Circuit’s Bench Bar
Conference of 2019, with
many photos of leading
members of the profession, and
another collection from The
Florida Bar’s Pro Bono Awards.
Also, we solemnly recognize
the losses sustained by the
legal profession, including the

Second, Friendly Passages is
initiating a new feature,
“Judicial Bard,” which is
intended as an ongoing part of
future issues. Legal writing,
almost by definition, tends to
be dry and stodgy. However,
its deadening effects may be
leavened by the tools of good
writing, including use of
rhetorical device, analogy,
simile, and, yes, poetry. My
opinion is that our profession’s
last truly outstanding legal
writer, in terms of readability,
was the late Gavin Letts, District
Court Judge for the Fourth
District Court of Appeal. But
even Judge Letts drew back
from exploiting the power of
poetic verse. Maybe he should
not have done so? Others have
braved its use, with results
believed to have hit their
intended mark. Readers will be
able to judge for themselves as
the lyrical opinions of other
writers are presented in
Friendly Passages.
The foregoing barely scratches
the surface of what is on offer in
this issue, which will be of much
interest to both lawyers and
non-lawyers. I am confident
that perusal will be a rewarding

use of time. Submission of
material is welcome, and
those wishing to offer
material of interest to the
readership are encouraged
to contact Friendly Passages.
Thank you for your support
of Florida’s law libraries.
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Hoskins, Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd
A History of Commitment
to Community and People
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HOSKINS TURCO LLOYD & LLOYD
The Law Firm of Hoskins, Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd has deep roots in the
Treasure Coast. Founding partner, attorney Steve Hoskins, began his
legal career in 1980 with the Law Firm of Lloyd & Brown. Two decades
later, in 2001, Mr. Hoskins opened his own firm and continued to focus
his practice in the area of personal injury. In 2003, he merged his law
firm with attorneys Louis Turco, Colin Lloyd, and Ian Lloyd to form the
Law Firm of Hoskins, Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd (“HTLL”).
Founded on the principles that every case is important, and each client
deserves personal attention, HTLL has established itself as a skilled and
dedicated litigation firm. With ten attorneys and a highly adept support
staff of thirty-five, HTLL has fully staffed offices in Fort Pierce, Port St.
Lucie, Vero Beach, and Okeechobee.
HTLL has a history of individualized dedication to clients, helping tens
of thousands recover from personal injuries, receive the government
benefits they deserve, and gain a fresh start in life. The life-changing
work the firm has provided cannot be overstated. Whether suffering from
serious injury, facing denial of Social Security disability or veterans’
disability benefits, fighting to secure workers’ compensation benefits, or
experiencing excessive debt, its clients know that the firm will provide
the highest quality legal assistance, giving them peace of mind. HTLL
has built a positive reputation of success throughout the Treasure Coast
with ongoing commitment to protecting the well-being of its clients,
community service and leadership, and to expertise in utilization of
networking resources.
Senior Partner, attorney Stephen P. Hoskins, leads the personal injury
department of the firm. He received his law degree from Cumberland
School of Law, at Samford University, in 1980 and was admitted to The
Florida Bar. Mr. Hoskins is also admitted to the United States District
Court, for the Southern and the Middle District of Florida. He is a member of the St. Lucie County Bar Association, having served as vice-president and president, the Bar Associations of Port St. Lucie, Indian River,
and Okeechobee Counties, the American Association for Justice, the
Florida Justice Association, and the Treasure Coast Florida Justice Association. For his expertise, integrity, and service to the legal profession,
Mr. Hoskins received The Florida Bar Meritorious Public Service Award,
the Florida Justice Association’s Bronze Eagle Award, the Treasure Coast
Justice Association’s Chad Hastings Award, the 19th Circuit Guardian
ad Litem Distinguished Service Award, and the St. Lucie County Bar
Association’s Outstanding Service Award.
The Florida Bar has recognized Mr. Hoskins as a Board-Certified Civil
Trial Lawyer since 1989, an honor bestowed upon only the top 1% of
lawyers in the State of Florida. Mr. Hoskins possesses exceptional knowledge, skill, proficiency, professionalism, and ethics in his practice.
Recently, The National Trial Lawyers recognized and honored Mr.

Hoskins as one of the Top 100 Civil Plaintiff Trial Lawyers in
Florida. Selection in this prestigious group is based on a thorough
attorney-peer review. This organization extends membership to
only the most accomplished trial lawyers throughout America who
demonstrate superior qualifications of leadership, reputation,
influence, and stature. This recognition evinces that Mr. Hoskins
possesses the expertise, capability, experience, and success held
by only the best and finest lawyers in America. Throughout his
forty years of practice, Mr. Hoskins and his skilled team of attorneys, paralegals, and investigators have secured more than $500
million for his clients throughout the Treasure Coast and Lake
Okeechobee areas.
Part of the experienced team that Mr. Hoskins assembled includes
his daughter, attorney Taylor Hoskins, who joined the firm in 2015
and continues her father’s legacy of excellence. She received her
law degree from Florida Coastal School of Law in 2015 and the
LL.M. degree (Master of Laws) in Trial Advocacy from Stetson
University College of Law. Ms. Hoskins’ specialized LL.M. degree is
a testament to her advanced, and innovative legal training. As the
supervising attorney of the personal injury department of the firm,
she is committed to securing the best possible results for the firm’s
clients. Early in her career, Ms. Hoskins obtained a $1 million personal injury trial verdict for the family of a client involved in a tragic hit and run accident. Over the years, she has secured more than
$10 million for her clients through her strategic case approach,
dedication, and personal commitment to ensuring that all of her
clients receive the compensation they so clearly deserve. Following
in her father’s steps of serving and volunteering in the community,
Ms. Hoskins is a member of the St. Lucie County Bar Association,
where she has served as treasurer, secretary, vice-president, and
president, and a member of the Bar Associations of Indian River
County and Port St. Lucie. She is a member of the Florida Justice
Association and is currently the youngest president of the Treasure
Coast Justice Association where she has served as secretary,
treasurer, and vice-president. Also continuing her father’s commitment to our community, Ms. Hoskins has served as the board
chairman for Florida’s Coast to Heartland Chapter of the American
Red Cross, a member of Impact 100 St. Lucie, on the leadership
board of the United Way of St. Lucie County’s Women United and is
the secretary of the Florida Association for Women Lawyers,
St. Lucie County Chapter.
Partners of the firm, attorneys Louis Turco and Ian Lloyd, lead the
Social Security disability and veterans’ disability department. Mr.
Turco received his law degree from the Florida State University
College of Law in 1990 and was admitted to The Florida Bar. He
4

is also admitted to practice before the United States District Court
for the Southern and Middle District of Florida, the Eleventh Circuit
Court of Appeals, and the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans’ Claims. He is a member of the Port St. Lucie Bar Association,
the National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ Representatives, the National Organization of Veterans’ Claims, and the National
Organization of Veterans’ Advocates. For over thirty years, Mr. Turco
has successfully handled thousands of Social Security disability
claims, including appeals, insurance claims, and supplemental security income. He also handles all areas of veterans’ disability claims,
including disabilities incurred during active military service, increased
compensation, and individual unemployability. An accomplished
attorney, Mr. Turco has argued Social Security cases at the administrative level, Appeals Council, and in Federal District Court. He is
dedicated to successfully navigating claims for his clients through the
Social Security disability and veterans’ disability process.
Partner Ian Lloyd received his law degree from Stetson University,
College of Law, in 1998. He was admitted to The Florida Bar in 1999.
He is admitted to the Southern Federal District Court and the United
States Court of Appeals for Veterans’ Claims. Mr. Lloyd has been
successfully practicing Social Security disability law and veterans’
disability law for over twenty years along the Treasure Coast and has
handled Social Security disability cases throughout the United States.
Mr. Lloyd has also argued Social Security cases at the administrative
level, Appeals Council and in Federal District Court, and he is a
member of the National Organization of Social Security Claimants’
Representatives and the National Organization of Veterans’ Advocates. He is also a member of the St. Lucie County Bar Association,
having served as president, and a member of the Indian River County
Bar Association. Mr. Lloyd’s extensive knowledge in the complex
Social Security and veterans’ disability laws, rules, and regulations,
coupled with his dedication, provide him with the ability to obtain
the best possible results for his clients.
Partner Colin Lloyd leads the bankruptcy department, specializing in
bankruptcy law, including Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 representation,
foreclosure defense, and mortgage modification. He received his law
degree from the University of Florida College of Law in 1998 and was
admitted to The Florida Bar in 1999. Mr. Lloyd is a member of the
St. Lucie and the Indian River County Bar Associations, the Business
Law Section of The Florida Bar, the American Bankruptcy Institute,
the Bankruptcy Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida,
and the Florida Justice Association. He is admitted to the United
States District Court, Middle and Southern District. In 2018, Mr.
Lloyd received the prestigious Pro Bono Award from the St. Lucie
County Bar Association for volunteering his legal services to the
5

poor and disadvantaged within the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit. He
has also mentored other pro bono attorneys by answering questions
and providing advice on their pro bono cases. With over twenty
years of experience, Mr. Lloyd has the expertise and knowledge of
the complex bankruptcy laws, rules, and regulations to achieve the
best possible results for his clients. He has successfully represented clients to a final order discharge of debts in over five thousand
bankruptcy cases. His assistance with bankruptcy and foreclosure
defense has provided a new beginning for thousands of individuals
and their families.
At HTLL, our clients are important to us, and we are available to
them 24/7. Clients can call our after-hours phone or chat with us
online. Recently, a client was involved in an incident and needed
help. She called our office, and even though it was after hours, an attorney, not a staff person, quickly took her call and answered all her
questions. We are proud that our clients continually tell us that our
firm has knowledgeable, conscientious, and caring team members.
Another client was thankful for how quickly his case manager moved
his case along, treating him as if he were the only and most important client she had. Of course, he knew he was one of many and that
his case manager was extremely busy, but she worked tirelessly to
move his case along so the attorneys could quickly and successfully
settle his case. Our clients, who generally do not know what to do
next when facing the possibility of bankruptcy, fighting for disability
benefits, or suffering from trauma as a result of an accident, often
tell us that coming to our office and meeting with us is a calming
experience. Our clients are comforted to know that they are working
with an experienced legal team that genuinely cares for them and is
committed to the best possible outcome for their cases. Our highest
compliment, and what keeps us working so hard for our clients, is
when they tell us they would 100% recommend our skilled attorneys
and knowledgeable, efficient, and caring staff to anyone who wants
to be treated as a valued person—not simply a number.
In addition to being an established and well-respected law firm,
HTLL is a strong community advocate that has contributed more
than $320,000 to local charities since 2003. Over the years, our
contributions have run the gamut to support of youth, families, and
adults. We know that supporting our local youth is paramount. This
has led us to support and contribute to the St. Lucie County and
Okeechobee County Education Foundations, organizations that fund
college scholarships for deserving local high school seniors and
classroom grants for teachers. We have supported our local 4-H
youth by purchasing hogs and steers and Florida’s Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Court Guardian ad Litem Program, Voices for Children
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of Okeechobee and the Treasure Coast, which represents and protects
abused, neglected, and abandoned children; supported the WPSL, 1590
AM, Christmas Kids, which ensures that every underprivileged child in
St. Lucie County has a great Christmas and can attend summer camps;
supported the Boys and Girls Club of St. Lucie County, which again helps
abused and disadvantaged children; and supported single mothers and
families through the Buggy Bunch Family Center. We have contributed to
the American Red Cross by donating to Steve Weagle’s annual bike ride
throughout the Treasure Coast, helping with disaster relief, and installing
smoke detectors in homes. In addition, we have supported adults in our
community through the Learn to Read Program and by participating in
several community walk-a-thons that benefit a variety of local programs.
Since 2003, the Law Firm of Hoskins, Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd has remained
committed to its founding principle of providing the best legal services
to its clients. Led by Senior Partner Steve Hoskins, our attorneys and
support staff remain dedicated to helping all of our clients recover from
personal injuries, receive the government benefits they deserve, and
gain a fresh start in life. Just as we have done in the past, the Law Firm
of Hoskins, Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd will continue to offer peace-of-mind
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through our successful reputation, leadership endeavors, network
of resources, and unwavering commitment to protect our clients’
well-being.
For over thirty-five years, the lawyers at the law firm of Hoskins,
Turco, Lloyd & Lloyd have been protecting clients, fighting for
families, and supporting the prosperity of our community. Our
attorneys and staff have lived on the Treasure Coast and Lake
Okeechobee areas for generations. We are proud to call this part
of Florida our home. With four offices in Port St. Lucie, Vero
Beach, Fort Pierce, and Okeechobee, we are one of the region’s
oldest law firms, having obtained hundreds of millions of dollars
in settlements and verdicts and restored countless hopes and
dreams for our clients. If you have been injured or are facing
financial hardship due to a disability or bankruptcy, contact
our offices today and start getting the answers and protection
you need.
HoskinsandTurco.com 866.930.6345
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The Nineteenth Judicial Circuit
Bench Bar Conference
The Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Bench Bar Conference was held on
November 1, 2019 at Hutchinson Island Resort & Spa in Jensen
Beach. Each year, the conference provides an opportunity for
networking, camaraderie and for continuing education sessions for
judges and attorneys. This year, over 100 attorneys agreed to help
one pro bono client through the Bench Bar registration process.

Jason Berger with the Honorable Daryl Isenhower, Master of Ceremonies

Meredith Jones, Mary Celidonio, Ginger Miranda, Lizet Dominguez, Charles Trujillo

The Honorable Alan Forst, 4th District Court of Appeal
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Hutchinson Island Resort & Spa

Steven Couzens with Lorraine Ambassador from Molly’s House

Taylor Hoskins, Donna DeMarchi
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The Honorable William Roby, The Honorable Michael McNicholas, The Honorable Janet Croom, The Honorable Steven Levin, The Honorable Cynthia Cox, The Honorable Elizabeth Metzger

Sponsor Randy Pennington and Natalie Desmangles of CenterState Bank

The Honorable Daryl Isenhower, Florida Bar President John Stewart, IRC Clerk of Court & Comptroller Jeffrey Smith

Megan Root, Debbie Lazar, Domenic Landolina, Kelli Gonet, Amy Burns

Maxine Noel and Jody Foster

Andrea O’Connor-Hall, Colin Cushnie
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The Honorable Burton Conner & The Honorable Spencer Levine Chief Judge 4th District Court of Appeal

John Lesko
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THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

The Honorable Paul Kanarek, The Honorable Sherwood Bauer, The Honorable Michael McNicholas

The Honorable Jennifer Waters, The Honorable Barbara Bronis

Paul Amos, Jesse Larsen
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Dana Larsen, Ginger Miranda

Paul Amos, Jason Berger, Kim Cunzo

Charles Sanford with Joni Mazzola
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AND THE LATE

and the Late

BENCH BAR CONFERENCE

The Honorable Janet Croom, The Honorable Gary Sweet, The Honorable Sherwood Bauer

Julie Summers from Sarah’s Kitchen, Robert Hamilton, Amy Burns

Gean Junginger and Roy Mildner

The Honorable Robert Meadows and Liz Wilson
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The Hutchinson Island Resort & Spa

Pro Bono Attorneys Gifts

Gloretta Hall

Maxine Noel and Janet Hartman

Hugh Eighmie

The Honorable Daryl Isenhower and The Honorable Kathleen Roberts
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*Law Day*
MAY 3, 2019
James T. Walker
“The principle that all people and institutions are
subject to and accountable to law that is fairly
applied and enforced [embodies] the principle of
government by law.” Describing life in a dictatorship,
where there is no constitution leavened by laws
adopted through elected representatives, President
Dwight David Eisenhower, who served as the 34th
president of the United States, from 1953 to 1961,
asked that people imagine their lives subject to the
whims of others, unprotected by any written rule that
would apply fairly and equally to everyone else. Life
without the rule of law; what a stark contrast to our
democratic way of life!
The law’s most sacred ideal is that all members of
society should receive equal justice. In 1961,
Congress adopted a resolution enshrining May 1, as
Law Day, in recognition of the commitment to
“equality and justice under law.” See 36 U.S. Code §
113. However, equal justice is meaningless unless
every person has equal access to the law, with equal
opportunity to acquire awareness of the rights,
obligations, and remedies that law affords.
Libraries are a gateway of every man, woman,
and child to the legal system. It follows that for
law libraries, particularly the Rupert J. Smith Law
Library (“RJSLL”), Law Day is one of the most
important events of the year.
The Friends of the Rupert J. Smith Law Library
(“Friends”), in cooperation and partnership with the
St. Lucie County School Board, annually hosts a Law
Day Reception and Art Contest. This event accomplishes several purposes. First, it acquaints Treasure Coast
residents with the law library and alerts them to the
law resources at their disposal. Second, it serves as a
platform for honoring those members of the community whose lives and accomplishments exemplify and
give meaning to the rule of law. Third, it provides an
opportunity to educate young people about the law
through art. The American Bar Association’s 2019
theme was “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.”
On May 3, 2019, the Law Day celebration took place
in the community room at the Paula A. Lewis Branch
Library, in Port St. Lucie. There was grateful acknowledgement of sponsorship support from the St. Lucie
County Bar Association, the law firm of Everlove &
Associates, and the Honorable Ben Bryan (ret).
13

Attendees included representatives of the school board,
the judiciary, members of the local bar associations,
students, their parents, and other invited guests and
members of the public. Masters of ceremony were James
T. Walker, Esquire and Carlos Wells, Esquire. The
Honorable Burton Conner, District Court Judge for the
Fourth District Court of Appeal, opened the proceedings.
Judge Conner led the Pledge of Allegiance to the United
States of America (the “Pledge”) after speaking to its
significance and meaning. Judge Conner explained that
not only is the Pledge an opportunity to declare one’s
love of country but is also a means of honoring those
who have fought for their country’s freedoms, often
suffering death or disability. The Honorable Shaniek M.
Maynard, Magistrate Judge for the United States District
Court, Southern District of Florida, then introduced the
Keynote Speaker, the Honorable Michael Linn, a Circuit
Court Judge for the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit. Judge
Linn, who is also an Adjunct Professor at Indian River
State College, spoke on the meaning of those freedoms
that the American Bar Association via its choice of theme
for Law Day, Freedom of Assembly, Freedom of Speech,
Freedom of the Press.
Judge Linn adopted a professorial mien, pacing
back and forth while challenging the members of his
audience with sharply pointed and provocative questions. For example, he asked the audience to guess what
country provides the following Article 67 in its constitution: “(1) Citizens are guaranteed freedom of speech, the
press, assembly, demonstration and association; (2) The
State guarantees the conditions for the free activities of
democratic political parties and social organizations.”
No one succeeded in guessing the actual country, which
is North Korea. Judge Linn explained that the mere
listing of purported rights in a country’s constitution does
not mean it is governed by the rule of law and then
contrasted the democratically adopted laws by elected
representatives, enforced by an independent judiciary,
with power divided up among co-equal branches of
government from laws concentrated under a dictator, as
in North Korea. Next, several very special people were
honored for their contributions to the rule of law on the
Treasure Coast. As with Judge Linn, each was introduced
by an individual whose stature in the community was
intended to lend weight and gravitas to their status
as honorees.
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James T. Walker, Esquire & Keynote Speaker The Honorable Michael Linn

The Honorable Linda Bartz recognizing George Shopland

NoraEverlove, the RJSLL chief law librarian for the past twenty-seven
years, presented a plaque to Michael D. Fowler, Esquire, principal in
The Estate, Trust & Elder Law Firm, P.L., on behalf of the Trustees of
the law library, who honored Mr. Fowler for his unwavering sponsorship of legal education through the library’s Annual Continuing Legal
Education Lecture Series over the years. Chief Librarian Everlove
noted that Mr. Fowler is “the largest single donor to the law library in
its thirty-year history, stating, “We cannot thank him enough for what
he has done to make this program successful. Impressively, it has
doubled in size in the last three years.” The Honorable Linda Bartz,
Chair of the Board of County Commissioners for St. Lucie County,
recognized George Shopland, who became the Chief Executive
Officer of New Horizons of the Treasure Coast, which has served
more than 14,000 adults and children annually, regardless of ability
to pay, for over sixty years. See https://nhtcinc.org/about-us/ (visited
May 7, 2021). Mr. Shopland took over the position from Mr. John
Romano, who retired after thirty years. Commissioner Bartz honored Mr. Shopland “for a lifetime spent in service to the rule of law
through devotion to community and people.” Next, Senior Assistant
State Attorney for the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit, whose responsibilities involve juvenile delinquency litigation, recognized Officer Dani
Dreizehnter, the first officer of the Fort Pierce Police Department
fully dedicated to juvenile justice matters. Officer Dreizehnter’s deep
dedication to juveniles caught up in the criminal justice system
includes responding to emergency situations at all hours, taking
close interest in the underlying social pathologies of their offenses,
and ensuring effective communication of the child’s individual needs
to attorneys, guidance counselors, therapists, teachers, and parents.
When asked, “Do you have any kids?” her standard response is
“Several hundred . . . and growing!” Officer Dreizehnter is also an
adjunct professor at Indian River State College, where she teaches
criminal justice.
Following recognition of Law Day Honorees, further celebration
ensued to honor the student artists whose works best exemplified or
embodied the theme for Law Day. Dr. Helen Wild, Chief Academic
Office for St. Lucie Public Schools, in her role as Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Programs and Nontraditional Education
Schools in St. Lucie Public Schools, assisted by Kim Cunzo, Esquire,
a private practitioner, counseling clients within a range of issues
arising in the field of domestic law, distributed cash prizes to the
winners. The types of artwork honored included posters, photography,
three dimensional renditions, and video.

Dr. Helen Wild congraulating a student with Kim Cunzo, Esq.

This year’s student winners were divided into categories. There were
two groups of poster board artists, from kindergarten through second
grade, and from third through fifth grade. In the first category there
were COLE OEHLBERG (Christ Lutheran School/First place $100);
MELANIA APOSTOLICO (Palm Pointe/Second place, $75); and
OLIVIA PERALTY (Palm Point/Third place, $50). In the second group,
there were TAYLOR LAPLANTE (Palm Pointe/First place, $100);
LIANA BONET (Palm Pointe/ Second place, $75) and JESSICA
BOURIS (Palm Pointe/Third place, $50). Winners of the ThreeDimensional Category were JOSELINE HERNANDEZ-GASPAR
(Creative Arts Academy of St. Lucie/First place, $150) and KAYLEE
HUNT (Palm Point/Second place, $100). Photographic winners were
TINDRA ZAWACKIS (Palm Pointe/First place, $150) and SAYA
JOSEPH (Palm Pointe/Second place, $100). There were also two
winners in the video graphics category, MARIA RAMIREZ GALLEGO
(Creative Arts Academy of St. Lucie/ First place, $150), and CHRISTIAN
VASQUEZ (Creative Arts Academy of St. Lucie/ Second place, $100).
Friends is proud of the success of the 2019 Law Day Reception and Art
Contest. In addition to the above participants, the event was made
possible by Paul Nucci, who assisted with snacks and picture-taking.
Many thanks to the talented members of the Treasure Coast Jazz Combo
of Treasure Coast High School, under the direction of Mr. Luke Hall,
who provided the entertainment. Thank you to the school board for
providing photographers and videographers. In addition, Friends
specially recognizes and thanks the wonderful directors of Friends of
the RJSLL for their involvement and assistance: Carolyn Fabrizio, Nora
Everlove, Kim Cunzo, Andrea O’Conner-Hall, George Metcalf, Donald
Watson, Carlos Wells, Jim Walker, and Steve Hoskins. Additionally,
much gratitude to Kerry Padrick, Chief Communications Officer for the
St. Lucie Schools, for assisting in disseminating awareness of the event
to staff and local students and for making sure everything
went smoothly.
In conclusion, we recall the words of Abraham Lincoln, who served as
the sixteenth president of the United States of America, from 1861 until
his assassination in 1865: “Let reverence for the laws be breathed by
every American mother to the lisping babe that prattles on her lap—let
it be taught in schools, in seminaries, and in colleges; let it be written in
primers, spelling books, and in almanacs; let it be preached from the
pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and enforced in courts."
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The

PLEDGE
of

The Honorable Mark Klingensmith
Keynote Speaker Law Day at the
Rupert J. Smith Law Library in Port St. Lucie
The principal author of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America (the “Pledge”) was 37-year-old Baptist Minister
Francis Bellamy. Bellamy’s Boston-based church pressured him to leave
because of his socialist sermons. The owner and editor of The Youth’s
Companion, then a popular weekly children’s and family magazine,
hired him as an assistant. Bellamy wrote the Pledge in August 1892
after the magazine’s promotions department directed him to work on
arranging a patriotic program for schools around the country.

national holiday. Once purchased, the flags would be used during a
national flag-raising ceremony at each of the participating schools
as part of the National Public School Celebration of Columbus Day.

Bellamy wanted the Pledge to invoke a sense of fidelity to the United
States of America as a response, in part, to the crisis of loyalty that the
Civil War caused and from which there were still repercussions. That
intent was clear in Bellamy’s original version of the Pledge as published
in the September 8, 1892, issue: “I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the
Republic for which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”

Over the years, the wording of the Pledge has changed. In 1923,
the American Legion and the Daughters of the American Revolution
presided over a National Flag Conference that decreed “my flag”
should be changed to “the flag of the United States,” so that immigrant children would understand which flag they were saluting. The
following year, another Flag Conference refined the phrase further
by adding “of America.”

Bellamy’s words were printed in pamphlets and distributed to schools
nationwide, not only to instill American pride in students, but also to
help The Youth’s Companion sell flags to 26,000 schools to celebrate the
400th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’s arrival in the Americas. To
further this patriotic endeavor, Bellamy successfully lobbied Congress
for a resolution endorsing the school ceremony and helped convince
President Benjamin Harrison (the 23rd president of the United States
from 1889 to 1893) to issue a proclamation declaring Columbus Day a

The corresponding salute to the flag has also changed over time.
Bellamy described the first salute in 1892. It began with a military
salute with the right hand. Then, after reciting the words “to the
flag,” the right arm was to be slowly extended to point toward the
flag. Bellamy described how the salute would be conducted during
the ceremony:
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By the time President Harrison issued the proclamation on October
12, 1892, the Pledge pamphlets had been given to over 12 million
schoolchildren across the country to be publicly recited during each
of these flag-raising ceremonies. And with that, a tradition began.
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At a signal from the Principal the pupils, in ordered ranks, hands to
the side, face the Flag. Another signal is given; every pupil gives the
flag the military salute—right hand lifted, palm downward, to a linewith the forehead and close to it. Standing thus, all repeat together,
slowly, “I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which
it stands; one Nation indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.” At
the words, “to my Flag,” the right hand is extended gracefully, palm
upward, toward the Flag, and remains in this gesture till the end of
the affirmation; whereupon all hands immediately drop to the side.
Later, this was changed so that the Pledge began with the right hand
over the heart, and after reciting “to the Flag,” the arm extended
toward the Flag in a palm-down position. During World War II, this
salute was believed to be too similar to the type used by the Nazis, so
it was changed again to keep the right hand over the heart throughout the Pledge’s recitation.
Today, over 60 million
students and their teachers begin their days in
both public and private
schools by reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Most adults surely
remember reciting the
Pledge each day during
their time in elementary
school. I certainly do.
Although we all learned
the words at a young
age, most of us probably
did not understand their
full meaning. Let me tell
you how that changed
for me.
In January 1969, America
had just turned the page
on a year filled with
great domestic unrest at
home while still deeply
mired in an unpopular
war overseas. I had just turned 8 years old and was deeply mired in
the third grade.
It has been said that children benefit from structure, which
explains why every one of my school days seemed to follow the same
routine: mornings began by standing beside my desk, hand over
heart, and reciting the Pledge in unison with my classmates, followed
by announcements broadcast over the school’s intercom. Classwork
lasted until lunch at 11:30am, recess began at 1:30pm, and then my
classmates and I endured more classwork until dismissal at 3:00pm.
There was also my own after-school routine: watch Dark Shadows
Friendly Passages September 2021

at 4:00pm, then finish my homework. We all had our priorities.
If I finished my homework, then I could watch television again in
the evening until it was time to get ready for bed, usually around
9:30pm. With only three networks and no such thing as cable or
satellite TV in 1969, there was not a huge selection of shows to choose
from, so it was not as if I could be too picky about what to watch.
On Tuesday nights there were two shows I liked. The Mod Squad
was on for an hour starting at 7:30pm on ABC. After The Mod Squad,
it was time to watch a much different kind of program on another
network. The Red Skelton Show—an hour-long variety show on
CBS—was one of the most popular on all of television. It often
began with a monologue by the title star, who would later launch
into a comedy skit built around characters with names like
“Clem Kadiddlehopper,” “Freddy the Freeloader,” or “Cauliflower
McPugg.” Most of the segments during the show were very funny,
as you might guess; but on a few occasions, some took a more
serious tone.
One of those serious segments
aired on January 14, 1969. As
homes across America (including mine) tuned in for a night
of laughs, we also received an
unexpected but lasting lesson in
civics. That evening, Red Skelton
performed a segment based on
a lecture he got from one of his
elementary school teachers
about the Pledge of Allegiance.
In it, the teacher explained
the various words and phrases
found in the Pledge. For those
of you who have never seen the
video of what he did, you can
watch it on YouTube. Now almost
50 years later, it remains more
instructive than anything I could
possibly say on the subject.
Standing alone on a stage in
front of a live studio audience
of hundreds, and a national television audience of millions, he said:
“I had this one teacher, he was the principal of the Harrison School,
in Vincennes, Indiana.To me, this was the greatest teacher, a real
sage—of my time anyhow. He had such wisdom. We were all reciting the Pledge of Allegiance one day, and he walked over. This little
old teacher—Mr. Lasswell was his name. He says, “I’ve been listening to you boys and girls recite the Pledge of Allegiance all semester
and it seems as though it is becoming monotonous to you. If I may,
may I recite it and try to explain to you the meaning of each word?”

16

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
And with that, Skelton took off his hat, held it with both hands,
and continued:
I—Me. An individual. A committee of one.
Pledge—Dedicate all of my worldly goods to give without self-pity.
Allegiance—My love and my devotion.
To the Flag—Our standard. “Old Glory.” A symbol of freedom.
Wherever she waves there’s respect, because your loyalty has given
her a dignity that shouts, “Freedom is everybody’s job.”
United—That means that we have all come together.
States—Individual communities that have united into forty-eight
(sic) great states. Forty-eight(sic) individual communities with pride
and dignity and purpose. All divided with imaginary boundaries yet
united to a common purpose, and that’s love for country.
And to the Republic—Republic . . . a state in which
sovereign power is invested in representatives chosen by the people
to govern. And government is the people; and it’s from the people
to the leaders, not from the leaders to the people.
For Which It Stands; One Nation—One Nation . . .
meaning, so blessed by God.
Indivisible—Incapable of being divided.
With Liberty—Which is Freedom . . . the right of power to
live one’s own life, without threats, fear, or some sort of retaliation.
And Justice—The principle, or qualities, of dealing fairly
with others.
For All—For All . . . which means boys and girls, it’s as much
your country as it is mine.
And now boys and girls, let me hear you say the Pledge
of Allegiance.
Skelton then stood with his back straight, head held high, his hat
and hand held over his heart, and again recited the full version of
the Pledge of Allegiance he learned as a child many years before. He
added that in his lifetime, two states had been added to our country.
He also noted that two words had been added to the Pledge since
then: “Under God.”
As an eight-year-old used to seeing this comedian make jokes in his
usual goofy manner, his serious and respectful tone certainly caught
my attention. In fact, Skelton’s display of patriotism and national
pride struck a chord with other Americans as well—at a time when
the country was as divided as any since the Civil War.

The speech was so inspiring that CBS received 200,000 requests for
copies, prompting the network to release it as a recording on its
Columbia Records label. A year later, Skelton was invited to perform
his monologue again at The White House, for an audience that included
President Richard Nixon. Since then, the monologue has been read into
the Congressional Record three times.
Francis Bellamy retired to Florida in 1922. In 1926, he resumed working part-time as the advertising manager for the Tampa Electric Company and, later, for the Tampa Gas Company. He died on August 28, 1931,
in Tampa, Florida, at the age of seventy-six. A collection of his writings
is maintained at his alma mater, the University of Rochester. In 1974,
Bellamy Elementary School was built in Tampa and named in his honor.
The school colors are, appropriately, red, white, and blue.
Richard Bernard (Red) Skelton passed away on September 17, 1997, at
the age of eighty-four in Rancho Mirage, California, after a seventy-year
career in show business. Skelton received a Lifetime Achievement Award
from the Screen Actors Guild in 1987 and in 1988 was inducted into the
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences’ Television Hall of Fame. Skelton
also has two stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, one for his work in
radio and the other for television. He once said that he wished to be
remembered as a clown (rather than a comic), “because to me that’s
the height of my profession. It means you can do everything—sing,
dance and above all, make people laugh.” It is ironic that perhaps his
greatest performance may have been in a serious role.
Though he is gone, Skelton’s message about the Pledge lives on, resonating with many Americans as much today as it did that Tuesday night over
a half-century ago when he delivered it to a nation-wide audience with
such unmistakable respect and reverence. Not only do his words stand
as a wonderful lesson for both children and adults about an expression
of patriotism familiar to us all, but they are also proof that the influence
of good teachers and good teaching can last a lifetime and beyond.
1 Jacoby, Susan Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism, Metropolitan Press, 2004.
p. 287, ISBN 0-8050-7442-2.
2 A Boston monthly periodical from 1827 to 1929. Nathaniel Willis and Asa Rand originally
founded the periodical in 1827 as a Sunday-School tool in the tradition of Boston Congregationalism, with the stated purpose to “warn against the ways of transgression, error and
ruin, and allure to those of virtue and piety.” https://www.encyclopedia.com/media/
encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/youths-companion (visited May 18, 2021).
3 Baer, John W., The Pledge of Allegiance: A Centennial History, 1892-1992.
4 Miller, Kristin, Pledge of Allegiance Adopted by Congress: On This Day, June 22, The Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American History (06/22/2016); https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
news/pledge-allegiance-adopted-congress-day-june-22?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkKqMh
5fT8AIVRzizAB3dDQLtEAMYASAAEgKEJvD_BwE (visited May 18, 2021).
5 Id.
6 Soap opera, aired on the ABC television network, from June 27, 1966, to April 2, 1971.

The Honorable Mark W. Klingensmith is a judge on Florida’s
Fourth District Court of Appeal, having previously served as
a Circuit Court Judge in the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit. He
received his J.D. in 1985 from the University of Florida, and
his LL.M. from Duke University in 2016. Judge Klingensmith

The Honorable Mark Klingensmith

is a member of The Florida Bar, the Martin County Bar
Association, and the St. Lucie County Bar Association. While
in private practice he was also Florida Bar Board Certified
in Civil Trial Law and AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell.
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INTRODUCTION TO A NEW FEATURE

The

Judicial

Bard
B Y J A M E S T. WA L K E R

Opinion Writing

Opinion writing (by the panel seen)
Is not an ego trip or chance to dream.
It must be brief, avoiding suit quotes
And must resist the use of footnotes.
Essential facts remain the guiding light,
Avoid the dark and stormy night.
And if the draft bogs down, that’s life,
You take it home and read it to the wife.
Please never try to play the fool
With denigrating ridicule.
In fact there’s only one worse,
A smart ass who resorts to verse.
-- The Hon. Gavin Letts, District Court Judge (1929-1993)
Fourth District Court of Appeal
By His Friends, Selected Memories of
Gavin Graham Kenyon Letts, pg. 10
During his tenure on the bench of the Fourth District Court
of Appeal, Judge Gavin Letts was highly regarded for his
literary and legal erudition. He was not above richly flavoring
his writing with metaphor, as he demonstrated in an opinion
he wrote in a case brought by a condominium association. The
association claimed that an owner was violating the terms of
the association’s covenants by using the condominium space
for personal residential purposes, rather than for commercial
19

use. In writing on behalf of the association, Judge Letts
stated: “In our view the current owner made his own bed
metaphorically speaking, and he must lie in it, though in
literal terms he cannot sleep there.” Palm Beach Hotel v.
Rogers, 605 So.2nd 143 (Fla. 4th DCA 1992).
However, Judge Letts declined to make the leap from prose
to poetry in his judicial writing. In that he shared a bias
common to most of the judiciary, the members of which are
themselves professional writers, among whom inspiration
from the Muse is seldom seen. A price is paid. One wag
described the resulting legalese as “mountains of dreary
drivel, so formal, heavy and pedantic, unleavened by
sprightly humor or sparkling language, rhythm or rhyme.”
See Jordan, Adalberto; “Imagery, Humor, and the Judicial
Opinion,” Institutional Repository, University of Miami
School of Law, pg. 697 (Jan. 1,1987). Lawyers don’t mind
the legalese, but the eyes of the general reader immediately
glaze over.
The judicial prejudice is not unreasonable. Lawsuits are
serious matters. Humor and skullduggery, if not employed
with great care or if applied to the wrong set of facts, may
be a means, whether intended or not, of demeaning litigants
or lawyers. The risk of harm is real. See ex. Jordan, supra,
701. That said, one nevertheless thinks the humorous leavening at
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THE JUDICIAL BARD
OPINION WRITING
701. That said, one nevertheless thinks that from time to time the
humorous leavening of ponderous judicial prose with strategically
planted verse has its place. Friendly Passages celebrates the role of
law libraries. Such libraries seek to make the law accessible to all
members of the community, not just the bar. The general public is
unversed in the intricacies of legal technicality and jargon that
those who serve the bar so dearly love. To the end that such haze
be dispelled, there is encouragement of time-honored literary
devices, including verse, that when used decorously contribute to
the readability and clarity of legal reasoning for the benefit of the
general reader.
There are several benefits to seasoning of judicial opinions with
measured doses of verse. First, it helps to demystify law. It brings
law down to the level of a restatement of everyday disputes between
people, bringing the dispute “down to earth.” Second, verse is a
vehicle for humor and figurative language, which helps to “crystalize
a point, put it in context and breathe life into the set of facts that the
law has formalized. Images and informal language make an opinion much easier to read and understand.” Jordan, supra, at 701.
Third, it is a human outlet for judges, “especially appellate judges,
to achieve self-fulfillment and derive needed satisfaction from their
jobs.” Jordan, id.
Happily, examples abound within the law, even in surprising places.
To pick one, American culture is suffused with countless references
to “Miranda Warnings,” as originally promulgated by the Warren
Court in Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966). They are often
printed out on cards for recitation by law enforcement officers when
making an arrest, frequently in the form of a quatrain of the sort
made famous in Edward FitzGerald’s translation of “The Rubaiyat of
Omar Khayyam”:
You have the right to be silent;
Anything you say can be used against you in a court of law;
You have the right to an attorney;
If you cannot afford an attorney, one may be appointed for you.
Of this, one writer said, “The most famous poem in law is the Miranda
Warning. More people can recite this quatrain than can recite the
Gettysburg Address, much less a quatrain from most poets who were
intentionally writing quatrains.” Yoshino, Kenji; The Most Famous
Legal Poem, Slate (April 6, 2008; 7:58 AM).
James T. Walker is a shareholder in Hayskar, Walker,
Schwerer, Dundas & McCain, P.A., a Fort Pierce law
firm. He joined the firm in 1979. He was twice elected

But much use of poetry is associated with a humorous context. For
example, in Wolff v. New Hampshire Dep’t of Corrections, 06-cv321-PB (D.N.H.2007), a plaintiff filed a hard-boiled egg as part of
his request for a preliminary injunction. Magistrate Judge James R.
Muirhead responded to such temerity with this reply:
No fan I am
of the egg at hand
Just like no ham
On the kosher plan
This egg will rot
I kid you not.
And stink it can
This egg at hand.
There will be no eggs at court
To prove a clog in your aort.
There will be no eggs accepted.
Objections all will be rejected.
From this day forth
This court will ban
Hard-boiled eggs of any brand.
And if you should not understand
The meaning of the ban at hand
Then you should contact either Dan,
the Deputy Clerk, or my clerk Jan.
I do not like eggs in the file.
I do not like them in any style.
I will not take them fried or boiled.
I will not take them poached or broiled.
I will not take them soft or scrambled
Despite an argument well-rambled.
No fan I am
Of the egg at hand.
Destroy that egg!
Today! Today!
Today I say! Without delay!
So with respectful nod to conventional wisdom, it is asserted that
poetry finds an honored place in the halls of justice, if only a
modest alcove.
President of the St. Lucie County Bar Association and has served
as a Trustee for the Rupert J. Smith Law Library since 1982. He is
married to Barbara E. Walker, and they have two adult daughters.
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A
Time
TO

Remember
On March 8, 2019, four attorneys from the Peterson Bernard Law Firm
were returning from a client conference in Tampa, aboard a chartered
twin-engine aircraft, inbound to the Pahokee Airport, when their plane
crashed into Lake Okeechobee. All four attorneys died.

Eric Peterson, Lawyer
Peterson Bernard
Attorneys at Law
Lighthouse Point, FL
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Edwin “Ted” Mortell III, Lawyer
Peterson Bernard
Attorneys at Law
Stuart, FL

Heather Bidwell, Lawyer
Peterson Bernard
Attorneys at Law
Jupiter, FL

Matthew Fiorello, Lawyer
Peterson Bernard
Attorneys at Law
Palm Beach Gardens, FL
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Eric Peterson (Age 73) was born in Euclid Ohio. After graduating
from Ohio University, he obtained his Juris Doctorate from the State
University of New York at Buffalo. Upon graduation, he was the
Assistant to the State’s Senate Majority Leader, Earl Brydges, where he
also clerked. Later he came to Florida and co-founded the Peterson
Bernard Law Firm in 1987, with Leonard Bernard. The firm specializes in insurance defense matters, including auto negligence, dental
malpractice, commercial litigation, insurance coverage, and wrongful
death. Eric Peterson managed the West Palm Beach office, and was
particularly involved in contractor road liability, engineering, and
premises liability. His legal work was featured in national television
news magazines, including 20-20, Inside Edition, and Direct Television.
Eric was deeply involved in community work. He served on the Board
of Directors of Ronald McDonald House Charities of South Florida for
many years and supported such organizations as the Special Olympics,
God’s Little Acres, and animal rescue groups, the Wounded Warriors
Project, and the Florida Powerboat Club. Personal hobbies included
boating, collecting cars, scuba diving, fishing, and private flight.

Florida Association for Women Lawyers and remained thereafter as
an active board member. Heather Bridwell participated in activities
of the Justice Major B. Harding American Inns of Court, the Martin
County Bar Association, and the Palm Beach Bar Association. As
member of the Florida Law Related Education Association, Inc.
(the “FLRA”), she served as a judge at the annual Florida Law Related
Education Association, Inc. High School Mock Trial State Finals
Competition and presented speeches to student groups concerning
trial practice. She enjoyed her family, and her favorite hobbies
included running, boating, fishing, and travelling. The firm often
dispatched her on business trips on its behalf.

Mathew Fiorello (Age 36) was born and reared in South Florida.
He completed his undergraduate work at Clemson University, before
graduating with his Juris Doctorate from Shepard Broad College of
Law at Nova Southeastern University in 2008. He spent three years
as an assistant public defender in the Seventeenth Circuit (Broward
County), handling criminal cases ranging from misdemeanor to
first degree felony. He then joined the Peterson Bernard Law Firm
as a shareholder in its Palm Beach office, where he specialized in
Edwin “Ted” Mortell III (Age 54) graduated from Southern
contractor road liability, motor vehicle liability, premises liability,
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. He moved with his family to
Florida in 1982 and obtained his Juris Doctorate from Shepard Broad and criminal defense. Mathew was notable as the lead singer in an
all-lawyer band, known as “Disbarred,” and enjoyed singing to his
College of Law at Nova Southeastern University, in 1989. His entire
daughters as they were put to bed. He loved outdoors activity with
legal career was spent with Peterson Bernard Law Firm, initially in a
clerkship, eventually becoming a shareholder and managing attorney for his family, played golf, and included boating and fishing among
his hobbies.
the firm’s Stuart office. His practice was primarily devoted to medical
malpractice, wrongful death, architect, and engineer liability, real
These four individuals had much in common. They were all exemestate brokerage malpractice, motor vehicle and premises liability,
plary lawyers. They lived their lives in devotion to family and their
employment law, and toxic torts. He was a past president of the Martin
profession, according to the highest ideals of morality and ethics,
County Bar Association, was on the board of directors of Pine School,
while deeply engaged in in the lives of their communities, so well
where his son attended. He was meaningfully involved in many other
serving the values that make ours a better world within which to live.
matters of community interest and was a congregant of the St. Joseph’s
One hardly knows what to say in response to the event that finally
Catholic Church. He loved to play tennis, and enjoyed fishing, boating,
overwhelmed them. But perhaps that is because such people never
and golfing.
truly leave us. They have departed for a decent interval so that those
who knew and loved them may work through the grieving process.
Heather Bridwell (Age 43) grew up in North Carolina. She obtained
But then, softly, and discreetly, they rejoin our lives, to offer us words
both her undergraduate and Juris Doctorate degrees at Florida State
of wisdom, bits of humor, inspiring us with the memory of their
University, in Tallahassee. Subsequently, she entered the field of
insurance defense and joined the Bernard Peterson Law Firm in 2000, examples, to help us as we walk along on our own path through life.
And, through the kindness of time, the grief is increasingly replaced
where she became a shareholder in the firm’s Stuart office. Areas
by the solemn pride that comes through awareness that we are left
of practice included automobile liability, wrongful death, premises
liability, professional liability, construction defects, general liability, and better for having known them. They will be remembered with
appellate work. She represented clients throughout South Florida. She loving regard.
was active in professional activities as well as community work. For
two terms she served as president of the Martin County Chapter of the
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REMEMBERING
TRAILBLAZER AND FRIEND TO MANY

MARGARET ANN BENTON

We honor and remember Margaret Ann
Benton for her kind heart, generous spirit,
and legal mind. She will live on in all of
those whose lives she touched.
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Remarks compiled by Carolyn Fabrizio and
presented by James T. Walker
at the 19th Judicial Bench Bar Conference

MARGARET ANN BENTON

Margaret Benton was born on August 20, 1942, in Ft. Pierce, to Dr.
Clem C. Benton and Arlena Howard Benton. An active member of The
Florida Bar, she also admitted to practice before the United States
District Court for the Southern District of Florida, Middle District of
Florida, and the United States Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit. She
had three older siblings: Clem Jr., Arlena Yvonne (Bonnie), and Charles
Philip (Bill), who was also an attorney.
Ms. Benton attended Lincoln Park Academy, which was then located
on Means Court, in Ft. Pierce. She excelled in her studies and even as
a young woman, took a particular interest in current events and the
Lincoln Park Community. She was civic minded and destined to be
active in any community where she lived. During her junior year in
high school, she co-founded Omega Lambda Tau, an organization
whose goal was to beautify the community as well as provide social
activities for Lincoln Park youth. She graduated from Lincoln Park
Academy as the valedictorian of the class of 1960.
Ms. Benton attended Rockford College in Rockford, Illinois, for one
year before transferring to Ohio State University where she earned a
Bachelor’s degree in history. During her time at Ohio State, she studied
abroad in Mexico City, Mexico, where she lived with a native family and
learned the Spanish language. Margaret received her juris doctorate
from George Washington University Law School, in Washington, D.C.
After graduating, she traveled extensively throughout the United States
of America and Europe. She was awarded a Reginald Heber Smith Law
Fellowship, which was established in 1967 to attract young lawyers to
the field of poverty law. She also worked as a law clerk for the Neighborhood Legal Assistance Foundation in San Francisco before returning
to Florida.
Ms. Benton moved to Miami, where she worked as a staff attorney and
assistant director of Community Lawyers, Inc., and as an Assistant City
Attorney for the City of Miami. She then established the Law Firm of
Benton & Mathews, the first all-black women’s law firm in Dade County.
Ms. Benton’s love for her family and her hometown of Fort Pierce drew
her back to the Treasure Coast, where she was the first black female
attorney in the area. For more than twenty years, Margaret represented
clients in St. Lucie, Martin, Palm Beach, Okeechobee, and Indian River
Counties in bankruptcy, general civil litigation, employee defense in
civil service cases, criminal defense, probate, guardianship, and personal injury. In addition, she was a hearing officer for St Lucie County
School Disciplinary Hearings. Notwithstanding all of Ms. Benton’s
professional and community obligations, she provided pro bono
services on her own and also through Florida Rural Legal Services
(“FRLS”), for which she accepted cases in bankruptcy, foreclosure,
and even family law matters as needed.
This trailblazer always made time to help those who could not afford
an attorney. In just the last few years, through FRLS, she represented
a man who was facing foreclosure from his siblings. She represented
him zealously and had his case transferred from Palm Beach County

to St Lucie County. After several years, Ms. Benton saved his home
and assisted him with bankruptcy. He reported, “She literally saved
my life.” She submitted the closing paperwork just weeks before
she passed away.
Ms. Benton was a member of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
in Fort Pierce, Florida, where she served as a trustee and legal
advisor. She meaningfully benefited her community in various
civic capacities, including memberships and leadership roles with
St. Lucie County Chamber of Commerce; City of Fort Pierce Planning Board; St. Lucie County Chapter of the American Red Cross;
Bethune-Cookman University Associate Board of Trustees; NAACP;
Fort Pierce Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.;
and The Treasure Coast Chapter of LINKS, Incorporated.
Ms. Benton loved jazz. She was the attorney for and a founding
board member of the Fort Pierce Jazz Society and the founder of
Jazz Spectacular, the first jazz festival on the Treasure Coast. Margaret and her family have owned and maintained the Zora Neale
Hurston House in Fort Pierce since the time of Ms. Hurston’s death
in 1960. The house is currently on the National Registry of Historic
Places. Margaret was active in local and state politics. She served
as the Democratic State Committeewoman for St. Lucie County and
was a member of the Florida State Democratic Executive Committee. In 1988, she was a member of the Jackson Delegation to the
Democratic National Convention (“DNC”) in Atlanta, Georgia. In
2008, at the request of the Obama Campaign, she delivered the
Welcome Address during former President Clinton’s visit to Fort
Pierce at the Barack Obama Campaign’s Rally for Change. In 2012,
she was an at-large alternate delegate for President Obama through
the DNC in Charlotte, NC. She was also a guest political opinioneditorial columnist for Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers.
Margaret served as chairperson of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Commemorative Committee, Inc., of St Lucie County, establishing
the King Concert, which celebrates Dr. King’s legacy in music. She
chaired the Martin Luther King Committee for the restoration of the
historic Lincoln Theater, originally built and owned by her father,
Dr. Clem C. Benton. She also established the Lincoln Theater
Benefit Ball. Both the King Concert and Lincoln Theater Benefit
Ball were annual events dedicated to raising funds for the
restoration of the Theater. Through her efforts, the façade of the
theater has been restored, and the work she started continues.
Devoting her time to helping others and her community was in
Margaret’s blood. Margaret’s father taught her and her siblings
by example. As a child, she would see her father often walk from
house to house providing medical services to his neighbors. Margaret, along with her family, contributed to the Florida State University College of Medicine and Indian River State College, where
they established a learning room in honor of their father, the Clem
C. Benton, M.D. Small Group Learning Room.
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Lawyers Finding Comfort
iin

Large Numbers

Across the United States of America, amid a health pandemic and
its attendant professional and economic fallouts, Lawyers Assistance
Programs report that higher numbers of lawyers are volunteering to
participate in support groups. Recent uncertainty has spurred many
lawyers to talk openly and search for peace of mind. Not surprisingly,
they are finding help and support readily available in groups of
other lawyers.
While this may seem an intuitively predictable cause and effect occurrence, the past instructs differently. Historically, lawyers are famously
resistant to seeking help for emotional or mental health issues. For
their resistance, lawyers, as a professional class, suffer inordinately
and experience a higher rate of suicide than the general population.
A comprehensive national survey reported that lawyers suffer symptoms at alarming rates: depression (28%), anxiety (19%), and
problem drinking (32% for lawyers under age 30).
Getting what can be life-changing, and even lifesaving, help requires
a lawyer to profess his or her struggles to another person, or better,
to a group. However, this must be done against the backdrop of
long-standing stigma in the legal profession. Lawyers remain overwhelmingly burdened by the insidiously conveyed message that a
lawyer should simply have the capacity to handle his or her personal
difficulties alone and that seeking help is an admission of weakness
and a cause for shame. As a result, many lawyers needlessly suffer,
struggle, and experience devastating hardship before asking for help.
Often, by the time they are willing to reach out, it is too late to save
those things they deem most important, having reached rock bottom.
On its face, the phrase “rock bottom” serves to clearly mark a low
point. All struggling individuals get to choose their “bottom.” In the
parlance of recovery, “rock bottom” marks the point at which an
individual becomes willing to attempt difficult changes in an effort to
reclaim the joy of his or her life. Lawyers, for those reasons touched
on previously, often seek change only after experiencing a “hard”
bottom where the losses are devastating, and the pain may seem
unbearable. But sinking to this level is not necessary; if encouraged
toward compassion and educated against stigma, lawyers will reach
out for potentially life-altering assistance before it is too late. So,
today’s news that lawyers are more willing to discuss their problems
is a hopeful signal to those of us working to improve the lives of
legal professionals.
Whether the issue is a mental health condition, substance use, or
emotional turmoil that causes significant disruption to pursuit of a
happy life, help is available. The recent growth in lawyer support
groups provides the proof. Through the key elements of the group
process, people can recover and thrive.

am-out-of_b_9057974 (Jan. 25, 2016, 03:29 p.m. ET Updated
Jan. 22, 2017) that, the group recovery process offers powerful
motivational insights. As Feldman points out, “[T]he world is, unfortunately, all too aware of what an active disorder looks like, but not yet
commonly aware of what thriving recovery looks like.” Id. Differently
put, people plainly see the effects of illness or emotional imbalance,
but when somebody is living in recovery and doing well, it is common
that many people have no idea that the individual is in recovery. In a
group, struggling persons can see, firsthand, the possibilities for the
happy and balanced life they know they want to enjoy. This hope can
be transformative and can provide the requisite motivation to induce a
person to speak out and pursue recovery on what might otherwise be
a daunting path.
Moreover, the group process, simply by its design, helps shatter the
stigma that discourages so many lawyers from seeking help. Feldman
further explains as follows:
The most effective strategies for breaking down stigma are contact
strategies. This occurs when a person is faced with evidence that
contradicts their preexisting ideas, beliefs, opinions and attitudes
about a thing or group of people. . . . When an individual who has not
seen evidence that recovery is possible is introduced to a person in
recovery, the walls of some of those preexisting beliefs begin to crack.
When those cracks occur . . . an opening has been made for hope,
compassion, tolerance, understanding, acceptance and admiration.
This creates more safe spaces in the world for anybody struggling
with substance use disorder . . . to be open and honest about it.
Equally as important, the group setting offers solutions that are
practical and accessible. “The beautiful thing about this is that there
are many solutions available! Millions of individuals have successfully
discovered and utilized strategies and tools to initiate and sustain
long-term recovery.” Id. Every recovering member of every group has
methods by which he or she achieved recovery. When the person in
recovery shares these in the group setting, the other group members
will implement or ignore depending on personal preferences.
“The challenge [to recovery] is not so much in the availability of
these solutions; the greatest obstacle lies in the accessibility part.” Id.
Florida Lawyers Assistance provides free and confidential guidance.
If you or a colleague is struggling, FLA Lawyers Assistance may be the
path to saving lives and careers at (800)282-8981 or www.fla-lap.org.
John Lesko, JD, CAP
and the team at
FL Lawyers Assistance

Brooke M. Feldman asserts in 3 Reasons Why I Am Out of the Closet
about My Recovery, https://www.huffpost.com/entry/3-reasons-why-i25
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Gathering at the First
Community Church
in Stuart, Florida

Pen & Ink Drawing by Olga Hamilton

The town’s first church was built by the First Methodist
Episcopal Church in May 1895 with wood supplies sent
via a boat from Titusville. It was painted white with a
red roof. Its dedication was in June 1895. Other
religious congregations could also use the building
until they built their own local churches, which is why
the building became known as a “community church.”
Originally located on the southwest side of the Federal East Coast
Railway tracks between Dixie Highway and Avenue E, U.S. Highway
1, it was part of Kitching Addition (land donated by Walter and
Emma Kitching) in the Potsdam Subdivision, Block 8, Lots 7 & 10,
and placed close to the tracks so anyone traveling via the train
could see the church steeple and know this was a civilized town.
Just before 1900, the Methodist Church had twelve members.
The First Methodist Church built another church away from the
railroad track, near Albany Avenue, in 1907. The former
community church then became home to numerous commercial
businesses including a real estate office, a restaurant, a fruit store, a
probation office, the Stuart Times newspaper office, and the Stuart
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Chamber of Commerce. Then, a major move and
transformation occurred in 1930 when a reorganized
Stuart Episcopal congre-gation still in need of a
building looked at the former Community Church. This
now deserted 1895 church was purchased for $300 by
the congregation, moved in the summer of 1930 to two
donated lots (from Stanley Kitching and John
Charles Hancock) on West 3rd Street, and then
renovated by the church members.
Olga Hamilton and Robert W. Hamilton, Jr., the owners of Martin
CountyLifestyleMag.com, a social media marketing, photography,
and video production company, purchased the building of the
town’s first church in June 2019. Olga, an artist and graphic
designer, also set up her art studio in the building, unofficially
calling it “The 1895 Church of Art.”
Visit MartinCountyLifestyleMag.com for more information and
historic photographs of the first community church in Stuart,
generously provided by our local historians, Alice L. Luckhardt and
Sandra Henderson Thurlow.
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A Few Tips on
Visual Content Optimization
To Boost Your Online Presence

According to Social Media Examiner, 80% of marketers use visual
assets in their social media marketing, and video (63%), alone,
has also surpassed blogging (60%) in usage as a social media
marketing asset. Google loves video content and a simple reason
why: consumers like video and they are demanding more video
content! Cisco projects in their Annual Internet Report (2018–
2023) that global internet traffic from videos will make up 82%
of all consumer internet traffic by 2021. We, humans, are visual
creatures, and 65 percent of us are visual learners who process
information based on what we see.
Google will give you thumbs up if your content is not only
relevant to the audience but manages to engage them as well:
a higher time spent on a website correlates with higher search
rankings. In 2015, Google implemented the RankBrain
algorithm. “RankBrain” is Google’s name for a machine-learning
artificial intelligence system that’s used to help process its search
results. Users spend more time on a website with visual content:
videos, images, data graphs, iconographic, etc. When every visitor
spend more time on your website then your website is standing
out in the eyes of Google, and Google pushes your rankings to the
top, giving you more visibility.
Google crawls social websites for data in the same way that it
would any other site, that’s why we see the posts made on Twitter
and Facebook in the search results. Social network updates that
include an image had 2.3x more engagement than those without
one, according to BuzzSumo), and Buffer reported that tweets
that contain images lead to 150% more retweets.
Does it all mean the visual content is the best way to improve
your online presence? It is one of the best ways to boost your
site’s ranking and your social media presence. While “an image
is worth a thousand words” and a video is worth exponentially
more, your visual content will give you the best results only
in combination with written content. Search engine bots are
primarily dependent on text associated with your visual content.

The significance of visual content optimization cannot be
neglected! It helps to make your content useful for both humans
and search engines.
Before you upload an image or a video, give the file a name that
is directly related to the image content, don’t forget to include the
appropriate keyword, tags and descriptions. Avoid using spaces
and underscores, use a hyphen to separate words. For example:
john-smith-bankruptcy-lawyer-on-the-treasure-coast.jpg. When
you upload your company’s logo, use a unique name with a few
keywords related to your business / organization.
Reduce your file’s size. The massive file sizes aren’t doing your
SEO any favors. Google takes site loading speed into account, and
very large files slow down page load times, and it will impact your
rankings. Slow speed also affects how quickly the bot can index
your site.
When you embed a media file in your page, use ALT (alternative)
text, which allows the search engines and the users to understand more about the media file. Also, give the relevant title with
appropriate keywords to the embedded file as it helps to provide
additional information to the ALT Text.
Try to use unique authentic images instead of stock images. Stock
photos won’t help to surge up the rankings of your website as many
other websites might also be using the same photos.
Located in Stuart, Florida, MartinCountyLifestyleMag.com is a
full-service social media agency that offers social media content
creation and management, social media advertising, professional photography, video production, graphic design, and website
design, aiming to help companies increase their online visibility
through social media / digital content marketing.
Phone: (772) 708-2969
Email: olga@martincountylifestylemag.com
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2020 Florida Bar Presidents’
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Pro Bono Service Awards - From Left to Right
Back Row – Justices of the Supreme Court of Florida - Justice C. Alan Lawson, Justice Ricky Polston, Chief Justice Charles T. Canady,
Justice Jorge Lebarga, Justice Carlos G. Muniz
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Pro Bono Service Awards

FLORIDA SUPREME COURT
Front Row - Loriellen K. Robertson, Shelley Guy Reynolds, Andrew J. Chmelir, Jason Berger, Donia Roberts, Susan L. Ojeda, Michael E. Lockamy
Marynelle Hardee, Kristina E. Feher, Santo DiGangi, John M. Stewart, Jenay E. Iurato, Lindray B. Gilbert, Jesse R. Butler, Joshua B. Spector
Sandra K. Haas, Vincent L. Sullivan, Beverly Brennan, Robert G. Churchill, Jr. or Ted Starr, Jorge E. Hurtado, Charles Tobin, Robert G. Churchill
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Pro Bono Service Awards

Elisa J. D’Amico, Esq., The Honorable Karen Sue Jennemann,
Mary Ann Etzler, The Honorable Lisa Davidson, Ted Starr,
Esq.

Chief Justice’s Distinguished Federal Judicial Service Award
The Honorable Karen Sue Jennemann

Jason Berger, Esq., John M. Stewart Belkis C. Plata with Santo DiGangi

30

Friendly Passages September 2021

Ted Starr Receiving congratulations from the
Justices as he receives the Chief Justice’s Law
Firm Commendation Award for the Starr Law Firm

18th Circuit Chief Judge Lisa Davidson with Chief
D
Justice Charles T. Canady after receiving the
Distinguished Judicial Service Pro Bono Award

onia Roberts with John M. Stewart after receiving the Florida Bar President’s
Pro Bono Service Award for the 15th
Circuit

Mary Ann Etzler receiving congratulations
from the Justices for being recognized as
the 2020 Tobias Simon Award Honoree

Elisa J. D’Amico with John Stewart
accepting the Chief Justice’s Voluntary
Bar Association Pro Bono Service Award
on behalf of the Miami Dade Chapter of
the Florida Association of Women Lawyers
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Ted Starr saying a few words after
receiving the Chief Justices’ Law
Firm Commendation Award

Chief Justice Charles T. Canady and Mary
Ann Etzler
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The

Legal Clinic
at the

Rupert J. Smith Law Library
The Rupert J. Smith Law Library offers a no-cost 20 minute consultation with a
practicing Florida lawyer. These meetings are designed to guide those who are
self-representing parties in court cases or those who have need to meet with a
lawyer for assistance in answering legal questions.
The focus of the consultation is often to provide workable solutions which often do not require
going to court. Sometimes clients are strongly urged not to self-represent. In such cases, helpful
suggestions are provided to help the client find the most appropriate and reasonably priced
legal specialist.
For those who self-represent, the Law Library staff provides guidance as to library resources
including online legal resources, copying, and how to present matters to the Clerk or to judge’s
judicial assistants.
The Legal Clinic began January, 2017 and has offered no-cost legal services to more than 300 RJS
Library patrons and residents each year. Consultations are scheduled on Wednesdays between
10:00am and noon and appointments are scheduled through the Rupert J. Smith Law Library
by calling (772) 462-2370.

Legal Clinic Opening Day January 19, 2017 with George
L. Metcalfe and very first client Ms. Christina Geile
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"Education makes a
people easy to lead, but
difficult to drive; easy to
govern, but impossible
to enslave."
Lord Brougham

Legal Clinic Attorney George Metcalfe,
Law Librarian Carmela Gallese, and
Legal Researcher
Charles Marvin “Cap” Ingram

Legal Clinic Attorney
Andrew Sholtes
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Legal Clinic children’s
book author
Edith Hepburn

Legal Clinic Attorney
Andrea O’Connor-Hall
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Rupert J. Smith Law Library
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

Library resources are available to any law library patron at no
charge. Available resources include Westlaw Edge, Lexis Advance, all
Matthew Bender publications, Shepard’s, Florida Bar publications,
and Florida Law Weekly. The Westlaw electronic connection includes
many secondary sources, such as ALR and AmJur, as well as source
documents, such as Briefs and Trial Documents. We also provide
Westlaw’s KeyCite and have a full subscription to Practical Law with
thousands of interactive forms. In addition to five workstations,
patrons have access to two laptops, which can be used in a quiet
corner or one of our overstuffed chairs. All computers have
Microsoft Office products. All resources are available at the Fort
Pierce and South County Branch.

The

CONFERENCE ROOMS

The law library has three conference rooms for patron use. The
large room can seat up to twenty people around an oversized
conference table. A large screen TV is connected to a computer
for presentations. Patrons’ laptops can be connected to the TV
as well. The library has recently added technical equipment to
aid Zoom meetings and recording sessions, a podium, and
other telecommunication aids. The smaller conference rooms
are perfect for attorneys meeting with their clients or for
research projects that require a quiet atmosphere. Please
reserve the conference rooms to ensure availability. For
depositions and mediations, attorneys can reserve more
than one conference room.

Rupert J. Smith
Law Library

REFERENCE ASSISTANCE

The librarians may not provide legal advice; however, they are happy
to assist you with the library’s resources, including some ready
reference tasks over the phone. Please note that the South County
Branch is open fewer hours than is Fort Pierce.

CLE RESOURCES

SERVICES AVAILABLE IN SPANISH

For assistance in Spanish, please call the library to ascertain
availability of the bilingual staff.

OUTREACH PROGRAMS

The law library welcomes attorneys to staff our clinics. If you
are interested in participating in this endeavor, please contact
us. Florida Rural Legal Services regularly holds clinics at the
library. In addition, the library provides FEMA, hurricane relief,
mortgage foreclosure, and child support seminars. Periodically,
the Friends of the Law Library holds basic legal research
classes. We welcome the opportunity to facilitate Lexis and
Westlaw training.

The library lends current programs to any member of The Florida
Bar for one week. Due to the success of the program, the most
popular resources often have waiting lists. Programs for immediate
availability may be in short supply. Please plan accordingly. Our
live CLE programs are suspended due to COVID. We anticipate
reinstating these soon. Typically, the library provides ten to twelve live
Currently, the library sponsors a clinic where local residents
CLE programs per year, usually held over an extended lunch hour.
can consult with an attorney for twenty minutes, free of charge.
Clinics are held in both libraries on different days for patron
convenience. Call the library or check our website for details.

FORT PIERCE
221 South Indian River Drive
Fort Pierce, Florida 34950
Mon-Thu 9:00-5:00, Fri 9:00-4:30
Phone: 772.462.2370
Website: www.rjslawlibrary.org

South County Branch
2950 SW Rosser Boulevard Port
St. Lucie, Florida 34953
Tuesday - Saturday, Hours vary
call 772.871.6806
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